


PRETHISTORIJA

Prvi nalaz predmeta iz neolitskog doba u Tuzli poznat je iz 1903.
godine. Tada je, prilikom radova na regulisanju Appel Placa, danas
Trga slobode. iskopano ncsto arheoloSkog materijala. Sto su bile
prve indicije o postojanju neolitskog naselja na podruiju Tuzle.
Arheolo5ki materijal se sastojao od tri probuSena i polirana dekita,
jedne keramiike noge radene od zemlje sa primjesama sirnog
pijeska i jedne oveie kugle koja se upotrebljavala kao rucalo za
2ito. Poslije struine obrade ovih predmeta Vejsil Curcic je doSao
rlo zakljuika cla je na prostor-r-r dana5nje Tuzle posroialo neolirsko
naselje iiji su stanovnici, pored tradicionalnog privredivanja,
koristili i izvore slane vode. Svoja istraZivanja o neolitskom naselju
u Tuzli objavio je u "Glasniku Zemaljskog muzeja Bosne i
Hercegovine". broi )C(. iz 1908. godine.
Pored interesantnosti i vaZnosti, ovaj nalaz ipak nije bio dovoljan
da pruLi poclrobnija obavje5tenja o vrsti, yelitini, bogatstm i
pravoj starosti naselja. Tek 1955. godine otkopano je u Rudarskoj
ulici, dana5nj oj DLafer ma hali, dovolj no arheolo5kog materijala,
koji je nedvosmisleno powrdio da je u Tuzli bilo veliko i bogato
neolitsko sojenitko naselje, jedno od najstarijih u Evropi.
Neolitsko naselie u Tuzli leZi na manjem uzviSenju koje se proteLe
s desne strane rijekeJale. NajviSa tadka uzviSenja nalazi se na mjestu
gdje je sazrdana Atik dZamija. Naselje se prostiralo izmedu
danaSnjeg kina "Mladost" nazapadu i iarSijske dLamije na istoku,
odnosno izmedu rijeke Jale na jugu i Muzidke Skole na sjeveru.
Pored ostataka sojenickih nastambi. na ovom lokaliretu ie
pronaden bogat arheolo5ki materijal u vidu fragmenata grube
keramike (noge i dna posuda, rubovi, dijelovi trbuha posude i
drSke), zatim lino glaiani fragmenti posuda od crne. sive i cruenc
keramike raznovrsnih ornamenata. sjekire od glaianog kamena.
kremeni noZiii i strugalice te izradevine od kosti (Sila, igla, bodeL,
rogovi jelenay.
Na otkopanom diielu naselja pronaden je veliki broj Zivotinjskih
kostiju, ostaci p5enice i jeima, ljuski od lje5njaka, rijednih Skoliki
Sto dokazuje da su se stanovnici ovog neolitskog naselja bavili
lovom, stodarstvom, zemljoradnjom i sakupljatkom privredom.
Nastanak naselja na podrudju dana5nje Tuzle jo5 u neolitu, moZe
se dovesti u vezu sa postojaniem izvora slane vode. Potvrda ovoj
pretpostavci je otkriveno naselje na sojenicama. Naime, neolitskom
dovjeku bilo je jednostaynije graditi nastambe na suhom i dvrstom



terenu nego praviti sojenice na stubovima na modyafnom tlu. Na
teLu -.rarijantu gradnje, vierovatno su uticali jaki ekonomski i
strateSki razlozi.Jedan od tih razloga su izvori slane vode koji su,
zajedno sa rijekom Jalom, doprinijeli da veii dio ovog podrucja
bude moivaran. Podizanjem sojenica, neolitski ljudi su se
obezbjedlali od poplava, a isrovremeno kontrolisali i eksploatisali
slane izvore.
Prilog pretpostavci da je neolitski sranovnik eksploatisao slane
izvore su i pronadeni fragmenti keramidkih posuda grube frakture
koje su po mi5ljenju tada5njih vrhunskih arheologa sluLi\e za
isoljavanje slane vode. Rekonstruisane su dvije posude od kojih
je jedna datirana u vrijeme 3 500 godina prije nove ere, a druga
u 5 000 godina prije nove ere. Dakle, od neolita do danas, Ijudi
na prostoru sada5nle Tuzle proizvode so.
Neolitske posude za isoljavanje slane vode su dokaz da je
sojenidko naselje u Tuzli bilo prvo pozrrato neolitsko naselje diji
su stanovnici eksploatisali ovaj dragocjeni mineral. Naistariie
evropske kulture koje su koristile so, datirane su u bakarno doba,
Sto znati da neolitski nalazu Tirzli pomjera granicu poznavanja i
upotrebe soli u ljudskoj ishrani iz doba eneolita u neolit.
Svi nalazi pruZaju dokaz o visokoj kulturi stanovnika ovog kraja
u doba cvjetanja starih kultura u Butmiru i Vindi.
Iste godine otkriveno je i neolirsko naselje u Gornjoj Tuzli.
Neolitsko naselje u Gornjoj Tuzli, sa svoiim najdubljim
stardevaikim slojem, je najstarije neolitsko naselje u Bosni i
Hercegovini i pruLa prve podatke za ptotiavanje podetka
zemljoradnidkih kultura ovih krajeva. Nasranak gornjotuzlanskog
neolitskog naselja u starijem neolitu veZe se kao i nastanak
donjotuzlanskog naselja za postojanie izvora slane vode. pored
stardevadke, u Gornjoj Tuzli susreiemo i ostatke vindanske kulture.
Vindanska kultura u Gornjoj Tuzli je najzapadnrji oblik te kulture
i_iedino ie nalaziSte zapadno od Drine.
Cinjenicu o postojanju naselja u neolitu na podrudju Tuzle potwdulu
i Milica tsaum u syom radu "Zupa Soli", kao i Ivan PuS u radu "Neolitsko
naselje u Ttrzli". Oba rada objavljena su nakon arheolo5kih istraiivanja
u Rudarskoj ulici u Tuzli, u muzejskom dasopisu "ilanci i gradaza
kulrurnu istoriju isrocne Bosne". broi l. 1957. godine. Neolirsko
naselje u Tuzli u svojim radoyima spominju i arheolozi Dr Nojz
Benac, Dr Borivoje iovii, Dr Milutin Gara5anin, Marija Gimbutas,
Zilka Kuiund2ic-Yejzagii. Veljko Milic i dr.
Thkoder treba istaii, da je neolitsko naselje pronadeno u samom
centru danaSnjeg grada Tuzle, 5ro je jedinswen sludaj jer je ro
naselje bilo podetak kontinuiteta Liv\enja na prosroru danaSnjeg
gradaTuzle kroz sve historiiske periode od neolita do danas.



PREHISTORY
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Tbefirst materialfind.ingsfrom tbe Neolitltic in Ttcla utere discou-

nrnd, in 1903. Witle works were being carried out at the Appel

Platz, todcty's Liberty Square (Trg Slobodel, set'eral arcbeological

artifacts u:ere discouered,, tbus being first indications of an exist'

enie of a Neolitbic settlement in tbe Tuzla area. Tbe cliscouery

consiited in tbree pierced and polisbed bammers, a ceramic leg

madeofclaywitbtfinesandgrains,astaellasalargerbotulusecl
for cori griiding. After experts bad reuieuted tbese artifacts,Vejsil
" iuriii conctur.led. tbat in the area tbat today is Tuzla' tbere uas a

Neolitbic settlement ubose inhabitants, apart from traditional
agriculture, bad also been exploiting saltwater wells. His researcb,

i tbe Neolithic settlement in Tuzla utas publishecl in tbe "Herald'

of tbe National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegouina", No XX of
1908.
Albeit its obuious signfficance, this discouety uas not suficient to

prouide furtber information on tbe tlpe, size. uealtb and.age of
the settlement. It was only in 1955 tbat in ruhat Lucts then known

as Rudarska Lllica (presently Diafer Mabala), enougb arcbeologi-

cal material bacl beenfound to doubtlessly proue tbat Tuzla had

haclanimportantandricbNeolithicpile-dwellingsettlement,
among tbe oldest ones in EuroPe.

Tbe Nictlitbic settlement in Tuzla bad once spread on a lesser el'

euation on tbe rigbt sbore of tbeJala Riuer. Its most eleuated point

was at tbe site oj today's Atik (Coloured) mosque' It bad spread

between today'i,,Mlaclost" cinema in tbe west, ancl tbe iariijskct
(Central) moique in tbe east, tbeJdla Riuer in tbe soutb and todav's

Music Scbool in tbe nortb.
Apartfrompile-clwelling remains' tbis locality bas also prouided

arcbiologists witb ricbfragments of raw cerctmics, sucb as recep'

tacle legi and bottoms, parts af tbe corpus itself and bandles; as

utell as-finely polisbed. fragments of containers made in 
!la-ck,.

groy oid red.-ceramics in uarious ornaments, axes of polished

ltone,fttnts, kniues, grinders and bone products (needles, clagers

and deer horns.1.

In tbe area utbere parts of the settlement bad been d'ug out, a large

numberofanimalbones,wbeatanclbarleyremains,bazelnut
crusts and riuer sbells baue been discouered, prouing tbat tbe in-

babitants of tbis Neolitbic settlernent bad been actiue farmers,
bunters and gatberers'
The creatioiof tbis settlement in tbe area of ubat today is Tuzla

can most proiably be related to tbe existence of salttaater utells.

Ihe discoiered piie dwetttngprouides significant euidence to tbis-

bypotbesis. To tie Neolitbic buman, building dwellings on dry and

.fii*grorrA was easier tbanbuildingpile dwellings onpillars in
"*orlhy 

ornos. Yet strong economic and strateg'ic reasons bad prob'

ably influencecl tbeir d,ecision to opt for tbe more colll.plicated

,oitont. one of tbose rectsons were most definitely tbe salhaater

wells wbicb, togetber witb tbeJala Riuer, baue contributed to mak.



ing most of the area a su)ampy ground. By building pile dtaell-
ings. tlce Neolitbic people bad secuiecl themtituer|ro*fioods. ultilst
controlling and exploiting saltwater wells.
A con t ribu I ion to I be b)/pot hesis giuen is also prouided by cl iscou-
eredfragments of ceramic bolders in raufracture, ubich, in tbe
opinion of tbe most respected archeologists of tbe age, had been
used to boil salhaater into salt. Ttao bolders u)ere reconstructed,
one of tbem dated to 3500 BC, and tbe otber one to 5000 BC.
Hence, from tbe Neolitbic to tbis dq), people in Ti.ula baue been
unint e rrup t e d ly pr o ducing s alt.
These saltwater boldersfrom tbe Neolithic giue proof tbat tbe Tuzla
ltile dwelling LUas tbefirst known Neolitiic settlement wbose in-
babitants bad exltloited tbis precious minerctl. Tbe most ancient
European cultures bauing used salt uere dated back to tbe Copper
Age, meaning that tbe discouery in Tuzla moues tbe first known
use of salt back from tbe Copper Age to tbe Neolitbic,
All tbe findings prouide euinlence tbat a bigbt! cultural popula-
tion inhabited tbis area wbile the ancient cultures in Butmir and
Vin i a tt e r e flouri s b ing.
ln lbe same year tbiGornja Tuzla Neolitltic settlement witb its
profound Starieuac layer bad been discouered, That settlement is
tbe olclest Neolitbic settlement in Bosnia and Herzegouina and
bas prouided first data for researcb of agricultural communit ies
in tbe area. Its creation in tbe olcler Neol itbic was relatecl, just like
its central Tuzla counterpart, to tbe sctltu)ctter uells. Apartfrom
tbe Starieuac culturefragments, we encounter rernains of tbeVinia
culture. Gornja. Tuzla is tbe westernmost point at wbicb tbeVinia
culture bas been discouered ancl is its sole site west of tbe Drina
Riuer
Tbe fact tbat Neolitbic settlements bad existed in tbe Tuzla area
taas confirmed botb by Milica Baurn in ber tbesis on tbe ,,Tiula
parisb", as well as by laan pui in a tuork titled "Tbe Tuzla Neolitbic
settlement". Botb uorks baue been publisbed after arcbeological
resectrcb in the Rudarska street in Tuzla, in a museum journal
titled 'Articles and material in cultural bistory of eastern Bosnict',
in 1957. Arcbeologists sucb as DrAlojz Benac, Dr Boriuoje iouii,
Dr Milutin Garaianin, Marija Gimbutas, Zilka Kujundiii-Vejzagii,
Veljko Milii etc., ctlso mention Tuzla's Neolitbic settlement.
Anotber tbing worth pointing out is that tbe Neolitbic settlement
found in the center of today's city of Tuzla represents a unique
case of continuity of liuingin the area of tbrougbout bistory,from
tbe Neolitbic, to tbis day.



Kontinuitet Livotau tuzlanskom kraju nastavljen je i u metalnom
<lobu. Vei je Vejsili iurdii pretpostavio da je u lhzli postoiala

talionidarska radionica u bronzanom dobu, a to znaii da se ni u
ovom periodu nije ugasio Zivot na starom naseliu. Nalaz komada

bakra u Kreki od strane poznatog geologa Kacera, zatim slidan

nalaz t Slavinoviiima, govore o postoianiu Livota u prvo doba

metalnog perioda prethistorije.
U bronzanom dobu stanovnici Tuzle su najvierovatnije mijenjali so

za ntdu olova i srebra iz Srebrenice. U jednoj glinenoj posudi,

pronadenoj naAppel Placu, otkriveni su ostaci olovnog siajnika, 6to

upuiuje da se u njoj topila olovna rrda. Ova) nalaz arheolozi smatraju

jednim od najstarijih pokuSaia dobivania olova na ovim prostorima'

U metalnom dobu, po arheolo5kim saznaniima, Zivot na ovim
prostorima odvijao se na podrudiu Gradovrha, Kre5iia Gradine,

Kreke, Gornie Tuzle, Slavinovica, Kicelia.
i.ivctt u prethistoriiskom periodu u tuzlanskom kraju bio ie
intenzivan i na relativno visokom kulturnom nivou' Kada bi jedna

civillzaciia prestala da egzistta, druga bi, ili direktno na njenim
temeljima nastavila svoj Zivot, ili bi sa manjim zaka5njeniem

popunila prazninu nastalu gubitkom prethodnika.

[he continuity of lfe in tbe Tuzla area continues tbrough tbe lron
Age. Vejsil Curiii had alread.y sug,ested tbe existence of a smelter

ttorkshop in tbe Bronze Age, ancl tbat means tbat lift bad not
been shut clorun in tbat period, eitber Tbe discoueries by afrag-
ment of copper in Kreka, by tbefamous geologist Kace4 follotued
by a similar discouery in Slauinouiii, speale of tbe existence of life
in the first of tbe prebistoric metal ages.

In tbe Bronze Age, tbe inbabitants of Tuzla bad most probably

traded tbeir saltfor tbe lead and siluerfrom Srebrenica' In one

clay receptacle discouered on tbe site of Appel Platz, remnants of
lead bad. been found, sugesting its use uas lead smelting' Tbis

d.iscouery is considered by arcbeologists to be one of the oldest

atten'tpts at gaining lead in tbis area.
In tbe Iron Age, arcbeological findings confirm lifu tt'as going on

at Gradourh, Kreiici, Gradina, Kreka, Gornja fr.ula, Slauinouiii
and Kicelj.
Life in prebistory in tbe Tuzla Area was intensiue and at a rela-

tiuety bigb cultural leuel. V/ben one ciuilization would stop exist'

ing, cr,notber one uould eitber continue life on giuenfoundct'tions,

or simply rapidly filt tbe gap created by its predecessor's disap'
pearance.



STARI I SREDNJI VIJEK

Rimljani su joS od kraja III sr. priie nove ere pokazivali veliku
zainteresovanosr za podruije Iririka, u kojem se naraziradanaSnja
Bosna i Hercegovina. Nizom dugih ratova koji su vodili protiv
ilirskih plemena, uspieli su da poierkom I st. nove ere oviadalu

!iriJ<o1, 
koji su podijelili na dvije provincije Datmaciju i panoniju.

Tirzlanski kraj je bio na granici te dvije provincije i administratiyno
pripadao Panoniji.
Historiiski dokazii arheoloski nalazi izovoga perioda su relativno
oskudni. U Zemaljskom muzeju u Sarajeru nalazi se Trajanov denar

(J0]-JJ-.) koii su nadeni u Tuzli. L lVtuzeiu ffi,
istoine Bosne u Tuzli nalazi se jedna lutna ffi
rimska fibula i nekoliko fragmenata rimske ffiffi
keramike, kaoimznogrimikognovca,sve ffiffi
nadenotg55.godineprilikomiskopavania ffiffiu Rudarskof ulici.
ViSe dokaza o Zivoru na ovom podruiju u
doba Rima pruZit ce arheoloSka isko-
pavania na lokalitetu Kicelj. brdo iznad
samog centra grada.
Interesantna ie cinicnica da su rimsl<i
legionari, koji su sluZili u Tirzli i okolini,
radije voljeli da im se plati u soli nego u
denarima. "fo je dokazvrijednosti tuzlanske
soli i nastavka njene proizvodnje i u
rimskom dobu.

ds%.ffiw
Tuzla je kroz svoju dugu pro5lost uvijek nazivana po svom
prirodnom bogatstvu soli, iiye su se naslage zadrLale nakon
povladenja Panonskog mora prije 10 miliona godina.
Na grbu gradaTuzle upisana je godina 950., od, tada datira prvi
pisani trag o,Tuzli, koji je u rrrorrr d1.1., ,,De administrando impe_
rio" ostavio bizatinijski car i hronidar Konstanrin porfirogenit izII.
On spominje naselje Castron to Salenes (Gracl solanal za koje
navodi samo da se nalaziu sastam drLave iaslava Klonimiroviia.
t: r. zna d,a u_ rom periodu. sve ilj;;;;; ;;;;;;';
gdje se. proizvodila i prodavala so, osim danaSnje Tuzle, onda je
jasno da se taj naziv odnosio na nju.
Za vrijeme srednjevjekovne bosanske drtave Tuzla se zvala soli.
NaZalost, domaia proizvodnja soli 2rwovana je za viSe drZavne
interese - savezni5fvo sa Dubrovnikom u borbi protiv Ugarske, o
demu svjedodi povelja Kulina bana rz f iSl-.-goai.re. Dubrovadki
trgovci dobili su zbog toga monopol nad rgovinom solju u Bosni.
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ATVCIEIVT AND MEDIEYAL HISTORY

Beginning ruitb tbe late 3rd century) BC, the Romans bad sboun

griat inteiest in tbe Illyrica area, part of cuhicb taas today's Bosnia
"and. 

Herzegouina. In a series of longwarsfougbt against Illyrian
tribes, tbe Romans bad succeeded in conquering lllyrica, diuiding

it into two prouinces: Dalmatia and Pannonia'
The Tuzla arect. wcts on tbe border of tbese tLUo prouinces and u,cts

ad.ministratiuely a part of Pannonia,

Hi s t ori c a t 1t r o of and arc b e 

ii::;; :::;! :tr:f;tr"::;; 
r;;::;;:

Sarajeuo bolcls a dena.r Iiaiani (98-117)

and lwo cooper nickle Constantini coins

G07-337), d,iscouered in Tuzla. Tlce Mu-
seum of Eastern Bosnia. in Tuzla. bolds one

arc romanfibula and seuerctl ceramicfrag'
,nents, as uell as uarious coins discouerecl

in 1995 during excauations in Rudarska
Street.

Excauations ctt tbe Kicelj locality, just aboue

the city centeq willprouide more euidence

on life in this area during tbe Roman Age.

An interestingfact is tbat roman legionar'
ies. stationed in tbe Tuzla area. preferred

their paJ) in salt, ratber tba.n in coins. Tbis

proues the ualue of Tuzla salt and its con-

tinued. production euen in tbe Roman Age'

During its long bistory. Tuzla was always named by its nalural
ricbneis - salt, ubicb bad remained in tbe area once the Pannonian

Sea bad disappeared ten million years ago'

The coat of arms of tbe city of Tuzta is inscribed yitb the year 950,

uhen thefirst lDritten mention of Tuzla wc4.s tnade. Tbe Byzantine

emperor and bistorian, Constantine WI Porphylogln-itus' in bis..

work "De administrando imperio" - "On i?nperial ad'ninistration"
- mentions a settlement called Castron to Salenes, City of saltfac-

tories. The onlyfact be mentions about it is tbat is witbin tbe state

of iaslau Klonomirouic, and if it is knowntbat there-was-no otber

iite besides Tuzla,.,bere sctlt tDcts pro^luced and sold all tbe ruay

to tbe Adriatic. tben it is clear lbat lbis name refers to il'
During the meclieual Bosnian state, Tuzla was referred to 

1s 
Solj

Unforlunately, domestic salt production utas sacriflcedfol tbe yfe
o1"btglre, naiional interests - the alliance tttith Dubrounik infigbt'
mg llrn aungorians, as recalled in tbe Cbarter of Kulin Ban from
lls9. Henci Dubrounik merchants were giuen the monopoly on

salt trade in Bosnia.



TUZIA U OSMANSKOM I
AUSTROUGARSKOM PERIODU

Povlaeeci se pred osmanskom voiskom. poslednli bosanski kralj
Stjepan Toma5evii je 1163. godine spalio srdnjevjekovni drveni
grad Soli da izvore slane vode ne bi mogli koristiti Turci.
Znatajnlja eksploatacija soli u Tuzli dolazi upravo za vrlieme
Osmanliia. Proizvodnja soli i prihodi od nle bili su kljuini fakror
koji je utemeljio Tuzlu kao kasabu.
Poietak organizovane proizvodnie i prodaie soli bilo jc kopanje
sonog bunara na danainjem Sonom trgu I r-6. i proglaSenje Tuzie
carskim hasom 1477. godine.
Naiin proizvodnje soli nagla5cn je imenima koiima su te solane
dolaskom osmanliia nazivanc: .'solane na drvo" lAgac Tuzla,
Memleha-i cob) iime je istaknuta njihova razlika u odnosu na
morske solane.

Tuzlanske solare, osmanlije su nazivali tuzdLljama i spadali su u
posebnu vrsru zanarliia. Niihov posao je bio teZak i mukotrpan.
Svaki dan, bez obzira na vremenske prilike, oni su po 12 sati
provodili na Sonom trgu i u Gornjoj Tuzli,uzLeljezoetave, ispod
kojih su neprekidno gorile vatre. Radili su od 4 sata ulutru do 4
sata poslijepodne. Izvan propisanog radnog vremena je bilo
zabtanieno raditi. Ovim poslom se bavilo uglavnom muslimansko
stanovni5wo. dok su hriScani bili zadu2eni da sijeku i donose
dwazaodrlavanje vatri. Na Sonom trgu se nalazilo i do g0 tava u
kojima se iskuhavala slana voda iz sonog bunara.
Prilikom prerade slane vode, osim tave i sadlaka koristila se i
mie5alika. iabar i bacva.
Ispodetka su se proizvodile skromne kolidine soli, koje su se
vremenom poveiavale. Razlog tome nije tehnidko - tehnolo5ki
napredak koliko porast sranovnistva Tuzle, koje jebilovezano uz
proizvodnju soli. Kolidina soli varirala je od broja tava. ledna tava
sedmiino je iskuhavala oko 300 kg soli. Na podetku osmanske
vladavine proizvodilo se zajedno u Donjoj i Gornjoj Tuzli oko
13 tona soli godi5nje, a 1875. godine 610 tona, od dega 4O6 tona
u Donjoj Tuzli.
Za tuzlansku so se znalo i izvan Bosanskog ejaleta. U X\aII st.
francuski kralj Luj )(tV je preko svojih trgovaca nabavljao so .u

Tuzle za svoj dvor. So je povezivala dvije rizliilte drLave, kulture



i civilizacije toga vremena. Ib je razlog sto je na podrudiu Tirzle

pronadeno vi5e primjeraka francuskog kovanog novca sa likom i
imenom Luja XIV Veiina tog novca se oalazi u Muzeju istodne

Bosne u Tuzli.
Tuzlanska so je bila jedan od osnovn ih artlkalakoiim se Bosanski

ejalet predstavio na Medunarodnoj privrednoj izloLbiu Filadelfiji
l8-6. godine.

Jedan od osnovnih ciljeva okupaciie Bosne i Hercegovine od
strane Austrougarske monarhije bila je eksploatacija prirodnih
bogatstava, a medu njima posebno je mjesto za.uzimala tuzlanska

so. 1885. godine otvorena je prva solana u Simin Hanu, sto je bio
podetak industrijske proizvodnje soli u Tuzli. Istovremeno, to je

i potetak slijeganja grada, koje ie doZivjeti vrhunac 7o-tih godina

proSlog stolieia.
So je usud koji je Tuzlu gradio i ru5io i zahvaliujttci kojem je

izrasla u moderan evropski grad sa dugom historijskom i

kulturnom tradicijom.

TUZLA IN THE OTTOMAN AND
AUSTRIAN PERIODS

Rerrealing in[ronl of tbe Ottoman ctrmy. tbe last Bosnian king'
Stjepan Tomaieuii - bad burned doutn tbe medieual wooden tocun

of Soli in 1463, in order not to allow the Turks to use the saltutater
wells in Tuzla.

Signfficant exploitation of salt was only to arriue duringtbe Otto'
*oi ti*nt. Salt production and profitsfrom it. were tbe keyfac'
tors establisltingTuzla ds a lown.
Tbe beginning of organized production and sale of salt was tbe

diging of a salt utell on today's Solni Trg in 1476, and the procla'
mation of Tuzla as a royal estqte in 1177.

The uay of procluction of salt utas accented by tbe names giuen to
the salt factories in tbe times of Ottoman arriual - "wooden salt
mills" (Agac Ttuzla. Memleba-i coU. clearly pointing out tbeir dd-

ference ti tbe seasicle salt factories.
Tuzla's salt producers oere referred to as "tuzdiije" by tbe Otto-
mans and were a special kind of craftsmen. Tbeiriob was a bard
one. Regarclless of tbe weatheri tbey would spend 12 bours at Solni

Trg and at Gornja Tuzla, witb iron pans, under wbicb tbere were

continuous flames. They would begin ruorking at four o'clock in
tbe monting, and end at four o'clock in tbe afternoon. It was

forbictcten for lbem to uork oulside of fueir prescribed working
bours, Most of tbe "tuzdiije" uere of Muslimfaitb, uthile tbe Cbris-

tians uere nxostly in cbarge of cutting and. prouiding tbe wood for
tbefires, Tbere utere up to 80 pans at a timefor saltuater boiling
at SolniTrg.
Additional equipment used during tbe boiling of salrutatu\ except

for tbe pan and standeti included tbe mixe1 and wooden recep-

tacles.
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Atfirst, modest quantities of salt wereproduced, u;itb production
increasing as time went by. The reason for tbcrt lies not as mucb in
tecbnical aduances oltbe time. as it does in a populdtion in-
crease in Tuzla, related to salt production. Tbe quantiq) of salt
uaried according to tbe number of pans. Apan iould boil-up to
300 kg of salt at a time. At tbe beginning of Ottoman rule, about
13 tons eacb year uould be ruacle in both Donja Tuzla (noru Tuzla
proper) and Gornja Tuzla, in 1875 640 tont, oy*birb 40G tons in
Donja Tuzla.
Tuzia salt was well known euen outside lbe Br,tsnian e.jalet, or
prouince. In tbe 17tb Centuryt, tbe Frencb king Louis XIV tooulcl
order bis mercbants to buy Tuzla salt for bis use. Tbe salt was
used to link two diflerent counlries. cultures ancl ciuilizations of
tbat age. Tlcis is tbe reason wby seueral Frencb coins witb tbe im-
age and name of Louis XIV were discouered in the Tuzla area,
and ctre currently kept in tbe Museum of Eastern Bosnia in Tuzla.
Tuzla salt LL)as one of tbe products used to represent tbe Bosnian
ejalet at tbeWorld Fair in Pbiladelpbia in 1876.
One of the main aims of tbe occupation of Bosnia and Herzegouina
by tbeAustro-HungarianEmpire was tbe exploitation of natural
resoltrces, and among tbem especially of Tuzla salt. In 1gg5, tbe
first salt factory - in tbe prolter sense - was opened at Simin Han,
tbus representing tbe beginnings of industrial salt production in
Tuzla. Simultaneously. that act represenled tbe beginning of ter-
rain settling in Tuzla, wbicb was to reacb its culmination in tbe
'7Os of tbe past century.
Salt bas, ouer tbe ages. botb built and ruined Tuzla, and bas
made it into a modern European city witb a long tradirion of
bistory and cuIture.
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