


PRETHISTORIJA

Posuthaagsaliavarie SO00 punle. * Nalftuiater vecehiectie SINNRE

Prvi nalaz predmeta iz neolitskog doba u Tuzli poznat je iz 1903,
godine. Tada je, prilikom radova na regulisanju Appel Placa, danas
Trga slobode, iskopano nesto arheoloskog materijala, §to su bile
prve indicije o postojanju neolitskog naselja na podrudju Tuzle.
Arheoloski materijal se sastojao od tri probusena i polirana ¢ekica,
jedne keramicke noge radene od zemlje sa primjesama sitnog
pijeska i jedne ovece kugle koja se upotrebljavala kao tucalo za
zito. Poslije stru¢ne obrade ovih predmeta Vejsil Curdic je dosao
do zakljucka da je na prostoru danasnje Tuzle postojalo neolitsko
naselje €iji su stanovnici, pored tradicionalnog privredivanija,
koristili i izvore slane vode. Svoja istraZivanja o neolitskom naselju
u Tuzli objavio je u “Glasniku Zemaljskog muzeja Bosne i
Hercegovine”, broj XX, iz 1908. godine.

Pored interesantnosti i vaznosti, ovaj nalaz ipak nije bio dovoljan
da pruzi podrobnija obavjestenja o vrsti, veli¢ini, bogatstvu i
pravoj starosti naselja. Tek 1955. godine otkopano je u Rudarskoj
ulici, danasnjoj Dzafer mahali, dovoljno arheoloskog materijala,
koji je nedvosmisleno potvrdio da je u Tuzli bilo veliko i bogato
neolitsko sojenicko naselje, jedno od najstarijih u Evropi.
Neolitsko naselje u Tuzli leZi na manjem uzviSenju koje se proteze
s desne strane rijeke Jale. Najvisa tacka uzviSenja nalazi se na mjestu
gdje je sazidana Atik dzamija. Naselje se prostiralo izmedu
danasnjeg kina “Mladost” na zapadu i Carsijske dzamije na istoku,
odnosno izmedu rijeke Jale na jugu i Muzicke Skole na sjeveru.
Pored ostataka sojenickih nastambi, na ovom lokalitetu je
pronaden bogat arheoloski materijal u vidu fragmenata grube
keramike (noge i dna posuda, rubovi, dijelovi trbuha posude i
drske), zatim fino glacani fragmenti posuda od crne, sive i crvene
keramike raznovrsnih ornamenata, sjekire od glacanog kamena,
kremeni noZiéi i strugalice te izradevine od kosti (Sila, igla, bodez,
rogovi jelena).

Na otkopanom dijelu naselja pronaden je veliki broj zivotinjskih
kostiju, ostaci psenice i je¢ma, ljuski od ljesnjaka, rije¢nih skoljki
sto dokazuje da su se stanovnici ovog neolitskog naselja bavili
lovom, stocarstvom, zemljoradnjom i sakupljackom privredom.
Nastanak naselja na podrucju danasnje Tuzle jos u neolitu, moze
se dovesti u vezu sa postojanjem izvora slane vode.-Potvrda ovoj
pretpostayci je otkriveno naselje na sojenicama. Naime, neolitskom
covjeku bilo je jednostavnije graditi nastambe na suhom i ¢vrstom



terenu nego praviti sojenice na stubovima na moc¢varnom tlu. Na
tezu varijantu gradnje, vjerovatno su uticali jaki ekonomski i
strateski razlozi. Jedan od tih razloga su izvori slane vode koji su,
zajedno sa rijekom Jalom, doprinijeli da vedi dio ovog podrudja
bude mocvaran, Podizanjem sojenica, neolitski ljudi su se
obezbjedivali od poplava, a istoviemeno kontrolisali i eksploatisali
slane izvore.

Prilog pretpostavci da je neolitski stanovnik eksploatisao slane
izvore su i pronadeni fragmenti keramickih posuda grube frakrure
koje su po misljenju tadasnjih vrhunskih arheologa sluzile za
isoljavanje slane vode. Rekonstruisane su dvije posude od kojih
je jedna datirana u vrijeme 3 500 godina prije nove ere, a druga
u 5 000 godina prije nove ere. Dakle, od neolita do danas, ljudi
na prostoru sadasnje Tuzle proizvode so.

Neolitske posude za isoljavanje slane vode su dokaz da je
sojenicko naselje u Tuzli bilo prvo poznato neolitsko naselje ¢iji
su stanovnici eksploatisali ovaj dragocjeni mineral. Najstarije
evropske kulture koje su koristile so, datirane su u bakarno doba,
Sto znaci da neolitski nalaz u Tuzli pomjera granicu poznavanija i
upotrebe soli u ljudskoj ishrani iz doba eneolita u neolit.

Svi nalazi pruzaju dokaz o visokoj kulturi stanovnika ovog kraja
u doba cvjetanja starih kultura u Butmiru i Vindi. ;

Iste godine otkriveno je i ncolitsko naselje u Gornjoj Tuzli.
Neolitsko naselje u Gornjoj Tuzli, sa svojim najdubljim
starevackim slojem, je najstarije neolitsko naselje u Bosni i
Hercegovini i pruza prve podatke za proudavanje pocetka
zemljoradnickih kultura ovih krajeva. Nastanak gornjotuzlanskog
neolitskog naselja u starijem neolitu veze se kao i nastanak
donjotuzlanskog naselja za postojanje izvora slane vode. Pored
starcevacke, u Gornjoj Tuzli susrecemo i ostatke vin¢anske kulrure.
Vincanska kultura u Gornjoj Tuzli je najzapadniji oblik te kulture
i jedino je nalaziste zapadno od Drine.

Cinjenicu o postojanju naselja u neolitu na podrudju Tuzle potvrduju
i Milica Baum u svom radu “Zupa Soli”, kao i Ivan Pug u radu “Neolitsko
naselje u Tuzli”. Oba rada objavljena su nakon arheologkih istrazivanja
u Rudarskoj ulici u ‘Tuzli, u muzejskom ¢asopisu “Clanci i grada za
kulturnu istoriju istoéne Bosne”, broj I, 1957. godine. Neolitsko
naselje u Tuzli u svojim radovima spominju i arheolozi Dr Alojz
Benac, Dr Borivoje Covi¢, Dr Milutin Garasanin, Marija Gimbutas,
Zilka Kujundzic-Vejzagic, Veljko Mili¢ i dr.

‘lakoder treba istaci, da je neolitsko naselje pronadeno u samom
centru danasnjeg grada Tuzle, sto je jedinstven slucaj jer je to
naselje bilo pocetak kontinuiteta Zivljenja na prostoru danasnjeg
grada Tuzle kroz sve historijske periode od neolita do danas.




PREHISTORY

the Neu Stone - "

The first material findings from the Neolithic in Tuzla were discov-
ered in 1903. While works were being carried out at the Appel
Platz, today’s Liberty Square (Tig Slobode), several archeological
artifacts were discovered, thus being first indications of an exist-
ence of a Neolithic settlement in the Tuzla ared. T be discovery
consisted in three pierced and polished bammers, a ceramic leg
made of clay with fine sand grains, aswell as a larger bow! used
Jforcorn grinding. After experts had reviewed these artifacts, Vejsil
Curcic concluded that in the area that today is Tuzla, there was a
Neolithic settlement whose inbabitants, apart from traditional
agriculture, had also been exploiting saltwater wells. His research
on the Neolithic settlement in Tuzla was published in the “Herald
of the National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina®, No XX of
1908.

Albeit its obvious significance, this discovery was not sufficient to
provide further information on the type, size, wealth and age of
the settlement. It was only in 1955 that in what was then known
as Rudarska Ulica (presently DZafer Mahala), enough archeologi-
cal material bad been found to doubtlessly prove that Tuzla bed
bad an important and rich Neolithic pile-dwelling settlement,
among the oldest ones in Europe.

The Neolithic settlement in Tuzla had once spread on a lesser el-
evation on the right shore of the Jala River. Its most elevated poini
was at the site of today’s Atik (Coloured) mosque. It bad spread
between today’s “Mladost” cinema in the west, and the Carsijske
(Central) mosque in the easl, the Jala River in the south and todeay’s
Music School in the north.

Apart from pile-dwelling remains, this locality has also provided
archeologists with rich fragments of raw ceramics, such as recep-
tacle legs and bottoms, parts of the corpus itself and handles; as
well as finely polished fragments of contdiners made in black,
gray and red ceraniics in various OrnAmMents, axes of polished
stone, flints, knives, grinders and bone products (needles, daggers
and deer borns).

In the area where parts of the settlement had been dug oul, a large
number of animal bones, wheat and barley remains, hazelnul
crusts and river shells bave been discovered, proving that the in-
habitants of this Neolithic settlement had been active Jfarmers,
bunters and gatherers.

The creation of this settlement in the area of what today is Tuzla
can most probably be related to the existence of saltwater wells.
The discovered pile dwelling provides significant evidence to this
bypothesis. To the Neolithic buman, building dwellings on dry and
firm ground was easier than building pile dwellings on pillars in
marshy areas, Yet strong economic and strategic reasons bad prob-
ably influenced their decision to opt for the more complicated
variant. One of those reasons were most definit ely the saltwater
wells which, together with the Jala River, bave con tributed to mak-



ing most of the area a swampy ground. By building pile dwell-
ings, the Neolithic people bad secured themselves from floods, whilst
controlling and exploiting saltwater wells.

A contribution to the bypothesis given is also provided by discov-
ered fragments of ceramic bolders in raw fracture, which, in the
opinion of the most respected archeologists of the age, bad been
used to boil saltwater into sall. Two bolders were reconstructed,
one of them dated to 3500 BC, and the other one io 5000 BC.
Hence, from the Neolithic to this day, people in Tuzla bave been
uninterruptedly producing sall.

These saltwater bolders from the Neolithic give proof that the Tuzla
pile dwelling was the first known Neolithic settlement whose in-
habitants bad exploited this precious mineral. The most ancient
European cultures baving used salt were dated back to the Copper
Age, meaning that the discovery in Tuzla moves the first Enown
use of salt back from the Copper Age to the Neolithic.

All the [indings provide evidence that a bighly cultural popula-
tion inbabiled this area while the ancient cultures in Butmir and
Vinca were flourishing,

In the same year, the Gornja Tuzla Neolithic aeftlement with its
profound Starcevac layer had been discovered. That settlement is
the oldest Neolithic settlement in Bosnia and Herzegoving and
has provided first data for research of agricultural communities
in the area. Its creation in the older Neolithic was related, just like
its central Tuzla counterpart, to the saltwater wells. Apart from
the Starcevdc culture fragments, we encounter remains of the Vinca
culture. Gornja Tuzla is the westernmost point at which the Vinca
culture bas been discovered and is its sole site west of the Drina
River.

The fact that Neolithic settlements bad existed in the Tuzla area
was confirmed both by Milica Baum in ber thesis on the “Tuzla
Dparish’, as well as by lvan Pus in a work titled “The Tuzla Neolithic
settlement”. Both works have been published after archeological
research in the Rudarska street in Tuzla, in a museum journal
titled ‘Articles and material in cultural bistory of eastern Bosnia”
in 1957. Archeologists such as Dr Alojz Benac, Dr Borivoje Covic,
Dr Milutin Garasanin, Marija Gimbutas, Zilka KujundzicVejzagic.
Veljko Milic etc., also mention Tuzla's Neolithic seltlement.
Another thing worth pointing oul is that the Neolithic settlement
Jound in the center of today’s city of Tuzla represents a unigque
case of continuily of living in the area of throughout bistory, from
the Neolithic, to this day.



Kontinuitet Zivota u tuzlanskom kraju nastavljen je i u metalnom
dobu. Ve¢ je Vejsili Curci¢ pretpostavio da je u Tuzli postojala
talioni¢arska radionica u bronzanom dobu, a to znaci da se ni u
ovom periodu nije ugasio Zivot na starom naselju. Nalaz komada
bakra u Kreki od strane poznatog geologa Kacera, zatim slican
nalaz u Slavinovi¢ima, govore o postojanju Zivota u prvo doba
metalnog perioda prethistorije.

U bronzanom dobu stanovnici Tuzle su najvjerovatnije mijenjali so
za rudu olova i srebra iz Srebrenice. U jednoj glinenoj posudi,
pronadenoj na Appel Placu, otkriveni su ostaci olovnog sjajnika, §to
upucuje da se u njoj topila olovna ruda. Ovaj nalaz arheolozi smatraju
jednim od najstarijih pokusaja dobivanja olova na ovim prostorima.
U metalnom dobu, po arheoloskim saznanjima, Zivot na ovim
prostorima odvijao se na podruéju Gradovrha, Kresica Gradine,
Kreke, Gornje Tuzle, Slavinovica, Kicelja.

Zivot u prethistorijskom periodu u tuzlanskom kraju bio je
intenzivan i na relativno visokom kulturnom nivou. Kada bi jedna
civilizacija prestala da egzistira, druga bi, ili direkino na njenim
temeljima nastavila svoj Zivot, ili bi sa manjim zakasnjenjem
popunila prazninu nastalu gubitkom prethodnika.

The continuity of life in the Tuzla area continues through the Iron

Age. Vejsil Curcic bad already suggested the existence of d smelter
workshop in the Bronze Age, and that means that life bad not
been shur down in that period, either. The discoveries by a frag-
ment of copper in Kreka, by the famous geologist Kacer, Jollowed
by a similar discovery in Slavinovici, speak of the existence of life
in the first of the prebistoric metal ages.

In the Bronze Age, the inbabitants of Tuzla had most probably
traded their sait for the lead and silver from Srebrenica. In one
clay receptacle discovered on the site of Appel Platz, remnants of
lead bad been found, suggesting its use was lead smelting. This
discovery is considered by archeologists to be one of the oldest
attempts al gaining lead in this area.

In the Iron Age, archeological findings confirm life was going on

at Gradovrb, Kresici, Gradina, Kreka, Gornja Tuzla, Slavinovici
and Kicelj.

Life in prehistory in the Tuzla area was intensive and al d rela-
tively bigh cultural level. When one civilization would stop exist-
ing, another one would either continue life on given foundations,

or simply rapidly fill the gap created by ils predecessor’s disap-
Dpearance.

:



STARI I SREDN]JI VIJEK

Rimljani su jo$ od kraja III st. prije nove ere pokazivali veliku
zainteresovanost za podrudje Ilirika, u kojem se nalazila danasnja
Bosna i Hercegovina. Nizom dugih ratova koji su vodili protiv
ilirskih plemena, uspjeli su da pocetkom 1 st. nove ere ovladaju
lirikom, koji su podijelili na dvije provincije Dalmaciju i Panoniju.
Tuzlanski kraj je bio na granici te dvije provincije i administrativno
pripadao Panoniji.

Historijski dokazi i arheoloski nalazi iz ovoga perioda su relativno
oskudni. UZemaljskom muzeju u Sarajevu nalazi se Trajanov denar
(98-117.) i dva Konstantinova bakrenjaka
(307-337.) koji su nadeni u Tuzli. U Muzeju
istoéne Bosne u Tuzli nalazi se jedna lucna
rimska fibula i nekoliko fragmenata rimske
keramike, kao i raznog rimskog novea, sve
nadeno 1955. godine prilikom iskopavanija
u Rudarskoj ulici.

Vise dokaza o zivotu na ovom podruéju u
doba Rima pruzit ¢e arheoloska isko-
pavanja na lokalitetu Kicelj, brdo iznad
samog centra grada.

Interesantna je ¢injenica da su rimski
legionari, koji su sluzili u Tuzli i okolini,
radije voljeli da im se plati u soli nego u
denarima. To je dokaz vrijednosti tuzlanske
soli i nastavka njene proizvodnje i u
rimskom dobu.

Tuzla je kroz svoju dugu proslost uvijek nazivana po svom
prirodnom bogatstvu soli, &ije su se naslage zadrzale nakon
povlacenja Panonskog mora prije 10 miliona godina.

Na grbu grada Tuzle upisana je godina 950., od tada datira prvi
pisani trag o Tuzli, koji je u svom djelu “De administrando impe-
1i0” ostavio bizatinijski car i hroni¢ar Konstantin Porfirogenit VII,
On spominje naselje Castron to Salenes (Grad solana) za koje
navodi samo da se nalazi u sastavu dr#ave Caslava Klonimirovica,
Ako se zna da u tom periodu, sve do Jadrana, nije bilo naselja
gdje se proizvodila i prodavala so, osim danasnje Tuzle, onda je
jasno da se taj naziv odnosio na nju.

Za vrijeme srednjeviekovne bosanske drzave Tuzla se zvala Soli.
Nazalost, domaca proizvodnija soli Yrtvovana j€ za vise drzavne
interese - savezniStvo sa Dubrovnikom u borbi protiv U garske, o
¢emu svjedodi povelja Kulina bana iz 1189, godine. Dubrovacki
trgovei dobili su zbog toga monopol nad trgovinom solju u Bosni.






ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL HISTORY

Beginning with the late 3rd century BC, the Romans bad shown
great interest in the Illyrica ared, part of which was today's Bosnia
and Herzegovina. In a series of long wars fought against Hyrian
tribes, the Romans bad succeeded in conquering Ilyrica, dividing
it into two provinces: Dalmatia and Pannonia.

The Tuzla area was on the border of these two provinces and was
administratively a part of Pannonid.

Historical proof and archeological findings from this period are
relatively scarce. The National Museunt in
Sarajevo holds a denar Traiani (98-117)
and two cooper nickle Constantini coins
(307-337), discovered in Tuzla. The M-
sewm of Eastern Bosnia, in Tuzla, holds one
arc roman fibula and several ceramic frag-
ments, as well as various coins discovered
in 1995 during excavations in Rudarska
Streel.

Excavations at the Kicelj locality, just above
the city center, will provide more evidence
on life in this area during the Roman Age.
An interesting fact is that roman legiondr-
ies, stationed in the Tuzla area, preferred
their pay in salt, rather than in coins. This
proves the value of Tuzla salt and its con-
tinued production even in the Romdan Age.

During its long bistory, Tuzla was always named by ils natural
richness - salt, which had remained in the drea once the Pannonian
Sea bad disappeared ten million years ago.
The coat of arms of the city of Tuzla is inscribed with the year 950,
when the first written mention of Tuzla was made. The Byzantine
emperor and bistorian, Constantine VI Porphyrogenitus, in bis
work “De administrando imperio” - “On imperial administration”
- mentions a settlement called Castron to Salenes, City of salt fac-
tories. The only fact he mentions about it is that is within the state
of Caslav Klonomirovic, and if it is known that there was no other
site besides Tuzla where salt was produced and sold all the way
to the Adriatic, then il is clear that this name refers to it.
During the medieval Bosnian state, Tuzla was referred to as Soli.
Unfortunately, domestic salt production was sacrificed for the sake
of bigher national interests - the alliance with Dubrovnik in fight-
ing the Hungarians, as recalled in the Charter of Kulin Ban from
1189. Hence Dubrovnik merchants were given the monopoly on
salt trade in Bosnia.



TUZLA U OSMANSKOM 1
AUSTROUGARSKOM PERIODU

Povlacedi se pred osmanskom vojskom, poslednji bosanski kralj
Stjepan Tomasevic je 1463. godine spalio srdnjeviekoyni drveni
grad Soli da izvore slane vode ne bi mogli koristiti Turci.
Znacajnija eksploatacija soli u Tuzli dolazi upravo za vrijeme
Osmanlija. Proizvodnija soli i prihodi od nje bili su klju¢ni fakror
koji je utemeljio Tuzlu kao kasabu,

Pocetak organizovane proizvodnije i prodaje soli bilo je kopanje
sonog bunara na danasnjem Sonom trgu 1476. i proglasenje Tuzle
carskim hasom 1477. godine,

Nacin proizvodnje soli naglasen je imenima kojima su te solane
dolaskom osmanlija nazivane: “solane na drvo” (Agac Tuzla,
Memleha-i cob) cime je istaknuta njihova razlika u odnosu na
morske solane.

Tuzlanske solare, osmanlije su nazivali tuzdZijama i spadali su u
posebnu vrstu zanatlija. Njihov posao je bio tezak i mukotrpan.
Svaki dan, bez obzira na vremenske prilike, oni su po 12 sati
provodili na Sonom trgu i u Gornjoj Tuzli, uz Zeljezne tave, ispod
kojih su neprekidno gorile vatre. Radili su od 4 sata ujutru do 4
sata poslijepodne. Izvan propisanog radnog vremena je bilo
zabranjeno raditi. Ovim poslom se bavilo uglavnom muslimansko
stanovnistvo, dok su hriscani bili zaduZeni da sijeku i donose
drva za odrzavanje vatri. Na Sonom trgu se nalazilo i do 80 tava u
kojima se iskuhavala slana voda iz sonog bunara.

Prilikom prerade slane vode, osim tave i sadZaka koristila se i
mjesaljka, ¢abar i bacva.

* Ispocetka su se proizvodile skromne kolicine soli, koje su se
vremenom povecavale. Razlog tome nije tehnicko - tehnoloski
napredak koliko porast stanovni$tva Tuzle, koje je bilo vezano uz
proizvodnju soli. Koli¢ina soli varirala je od broja tava. Jedna tava
sedmicno je iskuhavala oko 300 kg soli. Na pocetku osmanske
vladavine proizvodilo se zajedno u Donjoj i Gornjoj Tuzli oko
13 tona soli godisnje, a 1875. godine 640 tona, od ¢ega 406 tona
u Donjoj Tuzli.

Za tuzlansku so se znalo i izvan Bosanskog ejaleta. U XVII st.
francuski kralj Luj XIV je preko svojih trgovaca nabavljao so iz
Tuzle za svoj dvor. So je povezivala dvije razliite drzave, kulture




i civilizacije toga vremena. To je razlog to je na podrucju Tuzle
pronadeno vise primjeraka francuskog kovanog novca sa likom i
imenom Luja XIV. Vedina tog novea se nalazi u Muzeju istocne
Bosne u Tuzli.

Tuzlanska so je bila jedan od osnovnih artikala kojim se Bosanski
ejalet predstavio na Medunarodnoj privrednoj izlozbi u Filadelfiji
1876. godine.

Jedan od osnovnih ciljeva okupacije Bosne i Hercegovine od
strane Austrougarske monarhije bila je eksploatacija prirodnih
bogatstava, a medu njima posebno je mjesto zauzimala tuzlanska
s0. 1885. godine otvorena je prva solana u Simin Hanu, $to je bio
pocetak industrijske proizvodnje soli u Tuzli. Istovremeno, to je
i pocetak slijeganja grada, koje ¢e dozivjeti vrhunac 70-tih godina
proslog stoljeca.

So je usud koji je Tuzlu gradio i rusio i zahvaljujuci kojem je
izrasla u moderan evropski grad sa dugom historijskom i
kulturnom tradicijom.

TUZIA IN THE OTTOMAN AND
AUSTRIAN PERIODS

Retreating in front of the Ottoman army, the last Bosnian Rking -
Stjepan Tomasevic - bad burned down the medieval wooden town
of Soli in 1463, in order not to allow the Turks to use the saltwater
wells in Tuzla.

Significant exploitation of salt was only to arrive during the Otto-
man times. Salt production and profits from it, were the key fac-
tors establishing Tuzla as a town,

The beginning of organized production and sale of sall was the
digging of a salt well on today’s Solni Trg in 1476, and the procla-
mation of Tuzla as a royal estate in 1477,

The way of production of salt was accented by the names given (o
the salt factories in the times of Ottoman arrival - “wooden salt
mills” (Agac Tuzla, Memleba-i cob), clearly pointing out their dif-
ference to the seaside salit factories.

Tuzla’s salt producers were referred to as “tuzdzije” by the Otlo-
mans and were a special kind of craftsmen. Their job was a hard
one. Regardless of the weather, they would spend 12 hours at Solni
Trg and at Gornja Tuzla, with iron pans, under which there were
continuous flames. They would begin working at four o’clock in
the morning, and end at four o’clock in the dfternoon. It was
forbidden for them to work outside of their prescribed working
bours. Most of the “tuzdzije” were of Muslim faith, while the Chris-
tians were mostly in charge of cutting and providing the wood for
the fires. There were up to 80 pans at a time for saltwater boiling
at Solni Trg.

Additional equipment used during the boiling of saltwater, except
for the pan and stander, included the mixer, and wooden recep-
tacles.



shulavanje shinevode » froe i

At first, modest quantities of salt were produced, with production
incredsing as time went by. The reason for that lies not as viuch in
technical advances of the time, as it does in a population in-
crease in Tuzla, related to salt production. The quantity of sall
varied according to the number of pans. A pan could boil up to
300 kg of salt at a time. At the beginning of Ottoman rule, about
13 tons each year would be made in both Donja Tuzla (now Tuzla
proper) and Gornja Tuzla, in 1875 640 tons, of which 406 tons in
Donja Tuzla.

Tizla sall was well known even outside the Bosnian ejalet, or
Pprovince. In the 17th Century, the French king Louis XIV wouled
order his merchants to buy Tuzla salt for bis use, The salt was
used to link two different countries, cultures and civilizations of
that age. This is the reason why several French coins with the im-
dage and name of Louis XIV were discovered in the Tuzla area,
and dre currently kept in the Musewm of Eastern Bosnia in Thzla.
Tuzla salt was one of the products used to represent the Bosnian
ejalet at the World Fair in Philadelphia in 1876.

One of the main aims of the occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
by the Austro-Hungarian Empire was the exploitation of natural
resources, and among them especially of Tuzla salt. In 1885, the
[irst salt factory - in the proper sense - was opened at Simin Han,
thus representing the beginnings of industrial salt production in
Tuzla. Simultaneously, that act represented the beginning of ter-
rain settling in Tuzla, which was to reach its culmination in the
'70s of the past century.

Salt has, over the ages, both built and ruimed Tuzla, and bas
made it into a modern European city with a long tradition of
bistory and culture.
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